ee Pe de ag, é ‘ 
: = =t-3 4 a * - 
2 - — - 2 » « — > 
Fa a a San ee a at Pe Es ae 
eo eee a . . 


OF THE 


LOWELL: 
STONE & HUSE, PRINTERS, VOX POPULI OFFICE, 21 CENTRAL STREET. 
’ : 1869. 
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REPORT. 


AGREEABLE to a vote of the Town of Pelham, passed March, 
1866, the undersigned Selectmen of said town respectfully submit 
the following report : 


PAY OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Daniel Marshall, 35 days’ services as select- 
man during the year ending March, 


DRESS be G as. aM atp a as ele iin tate <5 eaPelyhs $70 00 
For cash paid for books, stationery, stamps, &e., 8 84 
Use of horse during the year,............ 12 00 
W riting’orders, receipts, doe... bes 0. 8 10 00 
$100 84 
Warren Sherburn, 3 days’ services as select- 
man during the year, ending March, 
POO umtnt oan ict 8) Galva . Aenean 2 Cd! 6 00 
6 00 
William G. Butler, 15 days’ services as select- 
man during the year, ending March, 
eS a teaeee a ters PMI hac daly a Ke ana eter 30 00 
Wee of horse during the year,.... 0. 23. 5 00 - 
35 00 
Joshua Atwood, services as Town Clerk, 
during the year, ending March, 1868,.. 30 00 
30 00 
Jesse Gibson, services as Town Treasurer 
during the year, ending March, 1868,.. 30 00 
; 30 00 
Augustus Berry, services as Superintending 
School Committee during the year, 
ending March, LAS... Sudha a ate acssee on 30 75 
30 75 


Nathan Gage, services as Collector of Taxes 
for the year, ending March, 1868,..... 96 00 


+ 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid W. W. Herbert, for breaking roads during 


the winter of 1867 and 1868,......... $ 5 
William H. Allen, breaking roads, 1868,... 3 
Davis Butler, . etd Hel hfs aaa a 1 
Norris Emerson, Ve Hf 1868, ite 6 
S. D. Fox, K€ -) 1868,. A ff 
Moses Runnels, half of bridge stringer,.... 3 

. : 504 feet bridge plank, ..... 10 
Thaddeus Hardy, breaking snow paths, to 

Mareh t868,).1/47... 0 hie mkt eerie 21 
Moses Runnels, three bridge railings and 

PROT Clos rite en, hc at, a 9 3 


45 
15 
20 
30 
65 
00 
08 


90 
00 


TOWN HOUSE. 


Amount received during the year, ending March 1, 1869, 


EXPENSES. 
Paid J aN Seavey, opening hall five times,..... $1 50 
“ clearing hall three times,. .. 6 950 
Re «labor on blinds and glass, &c., 1 00 
J Mes igoaour y, opening hall six ‘times, vo 1 50 
14 callons kerosene,..... 7 86 
¥ * . 9 lamp chimneys, . . 2. /.c% 1 04 
< “3 Sai VLC K MOUNT L: « p, hokearatte 0 37 
cc 5 TCDroomM,;. shia ene. : eee 0 42 
* " 3 lights, glass and putty... Q 42 
«c “ cleaning hall. is yaeiie 2 00 
cco 2 feet Woodsen sce s 0 75 
Total incomes) ic eae ben ae ale RAC OREM eked 

ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 

Calvin A. Keyes, Hol ee for 1867, Dele kiana eee $ 3 66 
NY GUA I Se teg sh AP oD R ORs) th sera, Pech 3 66 
G. D. Batler; 66 erie CMS 1 alee eae ets 9 Oa 3 66 
M. J. Coburn, RA Mn RA GAN ha 3 66 
J.S. Everett, pen He. We eae Teme srnee: 3 66 
J. C. Herbert, apes SO Tan Wiis Paks epee 3 66 
J. HE. McCoy, heh i pera one Wha eo 3 66 
Charles Wilson, “ Ge ats eran aen cane 3 66 
J. G. Knight, Moria NWR On PUAN ate 3 66 
Gio Steele! ima, cst). PM et ps. sean aye 3 66 
Non-resident Highway Tax paid in labor, 1867,. 47 11 
Mrs. Gilbert Coburn, Dog Tax, 1867,.......... 1 00 
Daniel P. Corliss, a part of Tax, 1867,......... 1 07 
Orten Moore, part of “ AL BOB eva cis Laney 6 40 
Samuel K. Gage, Poll Tax, for T868,...°....... 2 40 


$70 73 


43 00 


23 36 


$19 64 


$94 58 
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SCHOOL MONEY. 
Paid District No. 1— . 
Town appropriation for 1867-8,.... 
Dog Fund, 1868, 
Literary Fund, 1867-8, 


eect eee eo eo @ 


No. 2—Town appropriation for 1867-8, ... 
Dog Fund for 1867-8,.0 00200. 00% 
Literary Fund “ 


oe ee © © © 8 © o ® 


No. 3—Town appropriation for 1866-7,.... 
Dog Fund for 1868, 


Literary Fund “ 


eee eee ee e we eo 


oer e ee eee we oe 


No. 4—Town appropriation for 1867-8, ... 
Dog Fund for. 1868, 


Literary Fund “ 


eee © © © © © © @ © ow 


oe 6s 6 a ahie (eis) @ i¢ e 'e 


No. 5—Town appropriation for 1867-8, ... 
Bos: Pan dG: for L308 sie is) dfs Inerk 
URUOLALY SHAME ee acai oa) ab oad el 

6—Town appropriation for 1868, 
Dog Fund for 1868, 


Tac: ary Fund “ 


No. 6—Town appropriation for 1868,..... 


eco ee eo ee oe we ww 


> es © © we we Oe ew we ee ow 


$234 62 
32 50 


* School money due Districts No. 1, 2, 8, 4 and 5,.... 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


Paid W. G. Searles, for board and clothing of 
Oliva Searles, ending November 2nd, 

1868, at $2, 

County of Hillsborough, for board of Salome 
Keyes, ending September Ist, 1868, 

Pe phi AD LMA On mea San Oot AUD i SA 


Sgt .l\ 6p 8 8,6 6) eC Oa Ce fer ie, Oe Cai gO 8 6 yt ay a 


County of Hillsborough, for board of S. P. 
White, ending March 28rd, 1868, at 
ELUM TOL: WCB i ilen aes 

J. A. Foster for board of 8. P. White,..... 

PP POLOtiitie Oli. ca VV DIG). h io a a ee. 

John Woodbury, for goods and groceries 
for same, 


oe ee ee oe ee eo we we we we we we we we wee we ww 


T. F. Goodspeed, for the board of Hans- 
comb Goodspeed, ending October, 24, 
1968, at 31.75 per week. va. hyo DY. 

John Woodbury, for flannel for same,...... 


$280 13 
331 89 
186 87 
ae 66° 
178 12 


112 64 
619 65 


156 43 


41 79 


92 45 
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Paid Reuben P. Smith, for the board of Rachael 
McCoy, ending May 9th, 1868, at $3.00 

POE Wels Uo Net Chee Rake c eet eee 

A. Goodwin, ending March Ist, 1869, at 
PAVE Per Weel they Meee ue ee ae eee 


H. W. Humphrey, for the board of Mary 
IKxnight, ending March 380th, 1868, at 
PLEO) DET MOR ISG ote re One age ren 
John Harwood, for the board of Mary 
Knight, ending October 12th, 1868, at 
BipGuperiweek. vie We, White tee 
Clothing for same during said time,....... 


I’. Farrell, for sawing wood for Anna Beard 
dune the winter of 1380/5... eeu 
A. I). Greeley, forlabor on A. Beard’s land,. 
G. B. Currier, for 104 cords of wood de- 
livered“amna Beard) Saree vile a net 
T. Thompson for sawing the same,........ 


forrelieg of A. Champapehyy sos tne oe 
John Woodbury, for goods furnished O. C. 
Libby, as follows. 


July 22, 1868, 4 barrel of flour,.: 22) 7.0 
o 10 Tbs! God? Fight. Sai 
- ee? ADR ASHO ET. Cave ket oa ene 
“ > Lib Oolong’ tea,ecevieaws & 
“6 seed be Bota sehen. Sere 
cf 6 dk Th. or Ger ne een en ee 
* +1 gallon molasseay: 14 mest. 
ee Ae geet OS. LATS congiete stoned ean TR 
Nov. 0, 9 8 SA Sedge ee eee, eee 
EDA ir pete ace ID OR ek ih Ca. et Jane 
63 Rete de lat OSs LOU rR, cirri, oe a a fe 
an Ah es Me Re eh at Sy ero ay mien pr 
Oi 1.6, ee ib ad bee) ag cer eae ae reer, ce 
6 Be RCS Ra TT CLS foetus, Seta 
CWC RE A ORE DS.) Doth. emer TORAm | 
SRR Rg oD OATES TRO RARE RE hc sr hich 4 


W. Sherburn, for hay furnished Margaret 

Rent? Rebriary, 1808.) ee was sec eke 

G. B. Currier, for labor on Mrs. Kent’s farm, 

G. B. Currier, for meal for same,.......... 

Jona. Atwood, for wood for same, ........ 

John Woodbury, for 3,3 barrels flour,..... 
% i 8 gallons molasses, . 

“ « 2 pairs boots, ........ 


CON OF KEK OOF KH OCOCOCOrFCOCOO 


$114 00 


57 50 
3 00 


69 86 
od 00 


23 48 


7 
Paid Charles Bent; for 444 lbs. pork, .......... $ 8 80 


We Alans arta cine Stor aac 2 64 
‘ < Potomac en fact 13 00 
Asa Kent, for cutting three cords of wood 
ROMA TORI ARS Coe este eke s oe Boke 3 00 
Joshua Atwood, Jr., for 902 lbs. meat,...... 15 41 
118 91. 
John Woodbury, for goods and merchandise : 
delivered M. Dolan, March 1868, ..... 5 00 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Paid J. C. Whitehouse, for repair of plow,...... 8 00 
Moses Runnels, for building hearse house,.. 125 00 
C. Carlton’s estate, for teaming stone for 
CHENG, NOUSC. OLY. olvcis ei duu NeL ol ato 4 2 00 
EK. Burt, for labor setting stone,........... 2 00 
J. Woodbury, “ ee age ie sit cetacean 2 00 
J. Woodbury, painting hearse house,...... 4 00 
W. A. Couilliard, for iron fastenings,...... 0) 60 
143 60 
C. B. Coburn & Co., July 8th, 1868, for oil 
and lead used on town and_ hearse 
Bees ois era aca chet AN ote <i Cia wR 110 88 
C. Hayward, for painting on town house, .. 64 75 
O. Burtt, for painting on town house,...... 28 950 
M: C. Pratt, for repairing blinds,.......... 6 00 
J. Woodbury, for services on town house,.. 10 00 
220 13 
Stone & Huse, for printing town reports, Sn 
TEPER AIY LOU Gye ss uals cavdal etheyan ataiaia 33 75 
Interest on sundry notes held against said ce 
DTT a ae ca a Wet Sigh eal ahs vail oh area aa $1070 19 
FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE TOWN. 
Amount of notes due from said town, March 1, 1869,... $20,570 00 
SReres@ ie ON SAME, ADOUL i... 0 a /)i. opus ate ce hele os 8s 800 00 


Tax due the town from Derry Bank for the years 1867-8, 46 88 
AMOUNT OF TAXES ASSESSED. | 


State tax for as CEE NE RET. HOEY chat $2,862 50 

LUNAR, Doe RR A ER Gr LN Pe a 978 20 

Town “* Resp ane DERSAT te sehr SRL ASS Ai eh 2,934 60 

School “ rete s Hated MOSSE IOS Wahl PA Hc StL eA 1,145 00 

Doe. 4. ENS Cee D Mesclinn bi Use tics Tae cd AT 00 

; 7,967 380 

DANIEL MARSHALL, Selectmen 
JOHN WOODBURY, of 
GRANVILLE B. CURRIER. ) Pelham. 


- February 27th, 1869, 


TREASURERS ACCOUNT. 


He charges himself, as follows: 


March 10th, 1868,—Cash in hands of Treasurer,........ 
April, a Outstanding taxes for 1867,........ 
May 19th, 1868,—Received of Agent of Town Hall for 
the past year yaya ie: Ves eee bra 

Received for three lots in ivan 

OTOUNG, WORM EN Ge cre  heree Ce aniae 

Sept. 26th,—Received of the Selectmen the legacy be- 
queathed by Gen. 8. M. Richardson to 


SAL tO Ws ee eh he ch he ee ae 
$ “3 Received of the Selectmen, the Nashua 
Bank Tax amounting to... eee a 
¢ “ Received of the Selectmen from the County 


of Hailisborough atiosy i wemnre eet 

Feb. 26, 1869,—Received of the State Treasurer, Savings 
Bank dividen@nive ewan Coe 

Received of the same Rail Road tax,.... 

“3 io os L, eee EN TOR s Soak 

“« "of the Selectmen for use of 

Town Hall the last year, ............ 

Received of the Collector for 1868,...... 


The Treasurer discharges himself, as follows: 


February 27, 1869,—F or cash paid on sundry orders drawn 
by the Selectmen the past year, in 
favor of sundry an sons amount- 
TO COU Ee Eadie Mage 


Leaving a balance of cash in the 
trPAsUty Oleg hid, «fr eiee 


_ Outstanding taxes now remaining in 
the hands of Collector,,......... 


234 62 
189 17 
240 00 


43 00 
3,033 00 


$5,589 29 


3,822 50 


$1,766 79 


$1,097 44 
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DOG FUND. 
March 10, 1868,— Unappropriated in the treasury, $195 00 


Paid sundry orders in favor of 
the several Prudential Com- 
NIT RSs wiser Rakes wane y hele a eal 195 00 


February 27, 1869,—Cash in treasury,................. 


LITERARY FUND. 


February 29, 1868,—Cash in treasury,................. 
9 26, 1869,—Received from the State Treasurer, . 


Credit claimed, as follows: 
To sundry drafts of Selectmen drawn in favor of Pruden- 
RPE CIOTITIN TEGO Se iyo Kc userpage ag 


Balance in treasury unappropriated,............... 


$47 00 


47 66 
37 62 


$85 28 


45 14 


$40 14 


The undersigned Auditors of the town of Pelham have ex- 
amined the accounts of the Selectmen and Treasurer for the past 
financial year, and find them properly kept, correctly cast and 


vouched. 
ABEL GAGE, 


MARK H. WEBSTER, | Anton 


NATHAN GAGE, 
Pelham, February 27th, 1869. * 
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ANNUAL, REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE TOWN OF PELHAM, 


For the Year ending March 9th, 1869. 


Tue Superintendent is happy in reporting the success of the schools 
the past year. This has been relative, varying with the education, 
the experience and the diverse elements in the characters of Teach- 
ers. All have done well; none have been below the average merit of 
common schools in New England, while some, in all the elements of 
successful teaching, would challenge a comparison with schools: any- 
where. Before noticing individual schools, the Superintendent would 
offer a few general remarks. | 


TEACHERS. 


Teaching is an art, a profession, and experience is as important in 
this as in any art or profession. The artist becomes more skilful the 
longer he practices his art; the professional man becomes wiser as he 
grows older; so will the true teacher become better by experience. 

The true teacher must have the power of awakening thought, 
kindling enthusiasm, and making scholars learn. Many who impart 
instruction well, utterly fail in this. The recitations are lifeless, the 
studious learn, but the dull and idle ones make no progréss. 

In a live school, the teacher is ever inventing something out of the 
common routine, that will take the attention of the idle, arouse the 
stupid, and freshen the interest of the studious. Such as exercises in 
Geography upon out-line maps, or if the school has no maps, in draw- 
ing some; the little ones employed in writing or drawing upon the 
slate, paper, or the black-board; while the more diligent collect prac- 
tical questions that challenge the research of their mates in finding 
an answer. ‘Teachers often think they have no time for such exer- 
cises, but they really make time. 
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A teacher needs to comprehend something of the philosophy of 
mind in selecting studies and assigning tasks to different ages and 
grades of mind. 

STUDIES. 

Our schools suffer from an imperfect classification. The parent 
should feel that what the child studies is not of so much importance 
as how he is classed. 

Writing is a branch that needs a word of remark. In a few of our 
schools there is an interest in this, and the improvement is very grati- 
fying, while in others it is greatly neglected,—children manifest a dis- 
inclination to attend to it. 

Reading is an exercise that is often conducted to but little advan- 
tage, but in some of the schools the past year it has been finely 
taught. 

DICTIONARIES. 

All the schools need to be refurnished with Webster unabridged, 
and besides, scholars are sadly in need of the Academic edition. I 
do not know of a single instance of a scholar that has a dictionary. 
Every scholar in school, advanced so as to look up a definition, should 
have a dictionary of his own. This is his most important text book. 
It should be understood that some old edition does not meet the wants 
of this day. Let parents furnish their children with a dictionary at 
once. 

SUPERVISION. 

Schools need a thorough supervision. Merely a visit at the com- 
mencement and close, does not do this. Many things escape the ob- 
servation of the best teacher. There are points about which the 
teacher desires advice. There are suggestions that can be made by 
the superintendent. Some screw is getting loose, or some rope slack, 
and a timely word from him may set it right. A proper supervision 
demands a visit from the superintendent so frequently, and so much 
time, as will enable him to know fwlly what the school is doing. 


TEACHERS RETAINED. 


It is very important to retain the services of a faithful teacher in 
the same school. Aside from the fact that a change is an experiment, 


there is the time that a teacher must spend in forming the acquaint- . 


ance of a new school. Every teacher has methods of his own: he 
never can adjust these to those of his predecessor. There is much in 
the whole work of the school that must be commenced anew, when 
the former teacher could have gone on where he left it. 


15 


The singing, which the teacher is so competent to conduct, was an 
interesting feature in this school. There are many lovely children in 
the school—children of native refinement, dutiful hearts and becom- 
ing deportment. In the first class, to which might be added several 
from the lower classes, are attractive and interesting young persons. 
May no blight come upon the promise that they now give! The 
teacher won largely upon the affection of her scholars, and the beauty 
of the closing exercises of the examination was the presentation to 
her of a writing desk, as a testimonial of her fidelity to them and 
their affection for her. 


DisTRIcr No. 8. William McNamara, Prudential Committee. 


This school had one term in the Spring and another in the Au- 
tumn, each taught by Miss Hattie A. Chase, of this town. The 
school was fortunate in every particular. In the prudential commit- 
tee, who was a model in the discharge of his duties; in the seasons 
of the year that the school was taught, and the punctual attendance 
of the scholars; and in a teacher of such experience, efficiency and 
skill. In past years Miss Chase has rendered valuable service in the 
schools of the town; but she is always improving, and she brought 
home the acquisitions of the year’s absence from us. She found the 
school in a very crude state, backward and without habits of study ; 
but she soon reduced it to order, secured attention to study, and 
caused beauty to shine in her school-room. She labored hard, the 
long days of her terms, in giving her scholars a thorough drill in their 
studies, equally, from the largest to the smallest, the oldest to the 
youngest ; and she rendered a most invaluable service to this school. 
Miss Chase is a live teacher : she makes her scholars work, and per- 
mits them to advance only as this is thorough. The school, though 
different from many that Miss Chase has taught so successfully, had 
many features of especial interest, and she must ever have -pleasant 
memories of her labors here. At her suggestion, a set of Warrin’s 
charts of political geography were procured for the school, which she 
rendered useful in interesting her classes, and even the entire school, 
in the subject of geography. At each of the examinations the pupils 
recited with scarcely an inaccuracy ; and they were numerously at- 
tended, though the last occurred on a very stormy day. Where an 
entire school did so well, it is difficult to individualize. Writing re- 
ceived attention in this school; so did reading and spelling. All the 
classes had thoroughly learned the lessons they had read. The first 
class deserve a remark for the attention they had given the rules, and 


| 
ees 
‘> 


the modulation of the voice in reading. The spelling lessons had 
been most thoroughly committed. The progress of the smaller mem- 
bers of the school was remarkable. We think all were impressed 
with this in the case -of Charlie Butler and N ewell Herbert. The 
classes in arithmetic, both mental and written, had been accurately 
taught and recited well. A class in algebra: recited finely through 
quadratics, and there was a good class in physical geography. It was 
a matter of especial commendation to the teacher, that, while not a 
singer, she should have secured so much practice in her little ones 
that they should have sung two pieces at the examination so much to 
the gratification of all. 


District No. 4. Thomas Worcester, Prudential Committee. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Mary E. Rogers, of Old- 
town, Me.,a graduate of the Framingham Normal School. Miss 
Rogers had many good ideas about teaching. Perhaps she did not 
understand adapting herself altogether to her patrons, and failed in 
making an intense impression upon her school. . Still, the superintend- 
ent believes that she did a good work for the school. The examina- 
tion was hardly a fair exhibition of what the school had done. Some 
of the classes showed plainly good instruction 5, ‘such was the case 
with the classes in Colburn’s arithmetic, the classes in geography, 
and some of the smaller classes in reading and spelling. The regis-' 
ter was very neatly kept and accurately filled. By the public spirit 
and energy of Mr. Worcester, the school was furnished with War- 
rin’s charts of political geography. | 

The Winter term was taught by Rev. N. C. Lothrop, of this town. 
Mr. Lothrop entered into his duties with all his heart,—gave them all 
his strength, and rendered the school valuable service. It was not 
strange that he won not merely the respect but love of his pupils, 
when his spirit was so uniformly in subjection to the highest princi- 
ple, his heart so full of love to his pupils, and his time so constantly 
employed in cheerful labor for them. This is a large and interesting 
school; there are many very bright scholars, and there has always 
been some quite advanced; but the. school as a whole has lacked 
life, but Mr. Lothrop succeeded in infusing much life into it. And 
there are schools that a teacher performs a great and an invaluable 
work in, if, in a terms’ labors, he creates life in them. The superin- 
tendent never has seen this school so thoroughly alive as it has been 
this winter. Mr. Lothrop was quite successful in expedients to 
stimulate his pupils and call out a spirit of emulation. The examina- 


ain st 
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tion showed that the teacher had clear ideas of the subjects taught, 
and there were several exercises deserving of especial commendation. 
The small classes in reading and spelling did well; and though they 
made some mistakes, they were wide awake. The classes in geog- 
raphy had been well drilled on the charts. The classes in arithmetic 
showed that the teacher had labored to familiarise them with princi- 
ples. Grammar was taught well. A pleasant part of the exercises 
was singing, in which both teacher and pupils engaged with heart 
and soul. <A delightful impression that the school made, was that 
good influences had been about it the past term, and the expression 
of frankness and self-respect seemed to be on every countenance. 

An interesting select school was taught in this district by Miss 
Ella L. Jackman, during the Autumn. 


District No. 5. A. R. Hobbs, Prudential Committee. 


This interesting little school has been instructed the past year by 
Miss Alice A. Woodbury, of this town. Miss Woodbury is a young 
lady of intrinsic worth. Her refined and gentle presence has its salu- 
tary influence upon her pupils.. She enters fully into the sympathies 
of children: appreciates their trials and difficulties, and has a kind 
and encouraging word for them. She is accurate in her scholarship, 
and imparts instruction with simplicity and clearness. She labored 
with all fidelity during the year. In'the winter term she was able to 
perfect what she commenced in the summer. The examination, void 
of every semblance of display, was highly satisfactory. The scholars 
were remarkably self-possessed and gave but few random answers. 
They seemed to know what they were about. There was not a class 
that did not recite well, and several that recited with scarcely a mis- 
take. The classes in Colburn’s arithmetic were prompt, and gave the 


process of reasoning methodically and clearly. The recitation of 


Allen Lewis especially attracted the attention of the committee. 
There was no listlessness in the recitations. Every mind seemed to 
be active and every one trying to do well; and the tear that started 


in the eye of some of the little ones as they failed to call up some 


answers that they had laid up in memory, showed how anxious they 
were to do well. The reading and spelling was good ; several of the 
smaller ones deserved particular commendation. The lessons in 


geography had. been remarkably well committed. A number of texts 


of scripture were recited with accuracy and distinctness by nearly 
every member of the school. It was obvious that the scholars were 
interested in their school. The register showed that; Lizzie and Ellen 
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Carr, and Orlando: Wilson, had neither been tardy or absent during 
the term. | ) 

This is the only school in town destitute of wall maps. In the 
summer term the scholars made a very persevering effort to collect 
money to purchase some. The superintendent thinks that if their 
importance could be understood, that there are several gentlemen of 
means and public spirit in the district, who would esteem it a privil- 
ege to present the school with a set. 


District No. 6. Jonas Keyes, Prudential Committee. 


This pretty little school, on the other side of the mountain, was 
taught in the Summer by Miss Sarah E, Fox, of this town. The 
term was short, and the number of scholars five? Miss Fox was not 
idle, and did a good work for these few little ones. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Susan M. Smith, of this 


‘town. This was a successful term of school. This district has with 


reason a partiality for Miss Smith. .The number of scholars was such 
as to make the school interesting. There has been a great change in 
this school within a year or two, and there is above the ordinary 
amount of mind for the number of scholars. Miss Smith labored 
faithfully, and the school showed her good instruction. The writing 
books showed that this branch had received attention. A class in 
history and astronomy that recited by topics, was worthy of com- 
mendation. The classes in geography did well on the outline maps. | 
The spelling was very good: the smaller classes had memorized their 
words, three hundred in number. Miss Smith secured the respect and 
affection of her pupils, maintained excellent’ order, and evinced her 
tact and ability as a teacher. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


The blessing of our common schools, offering as they do the facili- 
ties of education to the poorest as well as the most favored of com- 
munity, cannot be measured. And it is a sad fact that the commun- 
ity is so unmindful of this, as mankind ever are of their richest but 
most common blessings. The citizens of this town may be justly 
proud of their schools and their teachers, but their interest in them 
should be more active. School houses should be repaired, beautified 
and furnished with all the modern implements of education. Our 
valuable young teachers need advantages abroad, and no opportunity 
of attending educational gatherings should be missed by them. 
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_ The superintendent, in the discharge of his duties, has in nothing 
approached his ideal of a superintendent; nor has he accomplished 
for the schools what he hoped to’show when the year began. His 


labor in them has been one of love. If in any respect he has helped 
the teachers or benefitted the schools, his satisfaction is great. 


STATISTICS. 


| DIsTRicT No. 1. Length of Summer Term, 12 weeks; wages of. Teacher, $25.00; whole 


number of scholars, 30; average, 26. Length of Winter Term, 1034 weeks; wages of 
Teacher, $40.00; whole number of scholars, 40; average, 34. 

DISTRICT No. 2. Length of first Term, 10 weeks; wages of Teacher, $28.00; whole num- 
ber of scholars, 31; average, 23. Length of second Term, 8 weeks; wages of Teach- 
er, $28.00; whole number of scholars, 41; average, 34. Length of Winter Term, 12 
weeks; wages of Teacher, $36.00; whole number of scholars, 40; average, 34. 

DISTRICT NO. 3. Length of first Term, 12 weeks; wages of Teacher, $24.00; whole num- 
ber of scholars, 30; average, 24. Length of second Term, 13 weeks; wages of Teach- 
er, $30.00; whole number of scholars, 33; average, 30. 

District No. 4. Length of Summer Term, 10 weeks; wages of Teacher, $28.00; whole 
number of scholars, 40; average, 34. Length of Winter Term, 13 weeks; wages of 
Teacher, $40.00; whole number of scholars, 40; average, 35. 

DISTRICT No. 5. Length of Summer Term, 12 weeks; wages of Teacher, $20.00; whole 
number of scholars, 20; average, 15. Length of Winter Term, 13 weeks; wages of 
Teacher, $30.00; whole number of scholars, 22; average, 17. 

DISTRICT No. 6. Length of Summer Term, 8 weeks; wages of Teacher, $16.00; whole 
number of scholars, 5; average,4. Length of Winter Term, 12 weeks; wages of 
Teacher, $28.00; whole number of scholars, 14; average, 13. 


REMARK. The wages of the Teacher is per month and includes board. 


AUGUSTUS BERRY, 
| Superintending School Committee. 
_ PELHAM, March 9, 1869. 
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